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“Right now we're just laying the foundation,” says 
Jeanne Altstatt, Salisbury State's new tennis coach 
“It's like building a house. We're trying to build a 
house of great tennis teams for the future.” 

And, the future looks very bright. Consider the 
fact that on the current 12-player roster, only four 
players played for the Sea Gulls before the 1988-89 
season. And that just team captain Lisa Liberatore 
is the only senior on the team. 

“She has a lot of experience and is an excellent 
leader," says Altstatt of Liberatore. “She is a great 
leader as acaptain, and has a great personality on 
the court.” Which is something that can also be said 
of Christina DeSanto. “She adds great enthusiasm 
and keeps the team loose.” 

Joining Liberatore and DeSanto as returners from 
the spring of 1988 season are junior Pam Vay, and 
Britta Hubbard. “Pam has classic strokes,” says 
Altstatt. “And she has the basics to work with to 
become very good,” while she says of the little-ex- 
perienced Hubbard “she is always improving." 

Another one of Altstatt's inexperienced players is 
Tracy Wozar. “She is like Britta. She hasn't been 
playing long, but she is always improving.” 

The remainder of Altstatt's freshman class 
includes Jodi Henkel, who according to the head 
mentor, “has a powerful forehand,” while Kathy 
Marshall “has a great desire. She is always the first 
one on the court and the last one off." Vicki Franz 
“may not have a classic stroke, but, she is so 
consistent. She always gets the ball back," as does 
Beth Hipps, who comes froma tennis background. 
Michelle Miller “is very quick and has the ability to 
run down a lot of balls that most players wouldn't 
even have the chance at getting to.” 

Altstatt's final freshman did see action during the 
fall season, and like Miller, Sherri Sheppard “is an 
outstanding athlete, who picked up alot of valuable 
experience during fall tennis.” 

Sheppard will be playing number two singles, 
and coupling with sophomore Lisa Seager to form 
the top-seeded doubles team. And, Seager has 
everything to become a complete player. 

“She has all of the strokes,” says Altstatt. “She 
has avery good mental game with unlimited desire, 
and has the potential to be an excellent player.” 

While Seager has already assumed the top-seed 
on the ladder, “we have so much depth that the five 


players between two and six are almost equal,” said 
Altstatt. 

And, the former top-seeded player at Middle 
Tennessee State and coach at Smyrna (TN) High 
School and most recently Okaloosa-Walton 
Community College is “very excited about the 
doubles teams.” 

“Lisa (Seager) and Sherri played together last 
fall. They are very agressive and are an excellent 
volleying team.” 

“Lisa (Liberatore) and Jodi just decided to play 
together. And the fact that they are both baseline 
players will only help, while Pam has a lot of 
experience in doubles, and that will help Vicki.” 

Yet, while Altstatt has basically set her top six 
singles players and three doubles teams, number 
one is no different from number 12. “Everybody is 
akey person to this team,” says Alltstatt. “We have 
a lot of new players and a new coach. This is an 
adjusting year.” 

And, the objectives in a year of transition? “I'd 
like for us to go .500," says Altstatt, “and start 
building a winning program. | want to give unity to 
the organization and teach them that even though 
they are playing individually, the first singles match 
means as much as the last doubles, and they are 
playing as a team.” 


NAME YEAR HOMETOWN & HIGH SCHOOL 
Christina De Santo so Rockville, MD-Wheaton 

Vicki Franz FR Hurlock, MD-North Dorchester 

Jodi Henkel FR East Hanover, NJ-Hanover Park 

Beth Hipps FR Silver Spring, MD-Regina 

Britta Hubbard so Bel Air, MD-The John Carroll 

Lisa Liberatore SR Baltimore, MD-The Catholic High School of Baltimore 
Kathy Marshall FR Crisfield, MD-Crisfield 

Michelle Miller FR Wildwood Crest, NJ-Wildwood Catholic 
Lisa Seager so Rutland, VT-Rutland 

Sherri Sheppard FR Cape May, NJ-Lower Cape May Regional 
Pamela Vay JR Ellicott City, MD-Howard 

Tracy Wozar FR Washington, PA-McGuffey 


HEAD COACH: Jeanne Altstatt 
ASSISTANT COACH: Debbie Diedrick 
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Jeanne Altstatt takes over the Salisbury State 
women’s tennis team for the 1989 spring season, 
and brings with her a winning history, and an 
optimistic attitude—yet with a sense of reality. 

“| would love to see us as a .500 team,” says 
Altstatt. “We have a young team. | want us to get 
out there and practice and get organized and to 
go on atimetable of two years to build areal good 
program.” Which is what she built at Smyrna (TN) 
High School, coaching the girl's team for six years, 
and finishing second in the district during her last 
year. 

She then spent the last two years coaching the 
men's and women's tennis teams at Okaloosa-Wal- 
ton Community College where she took both teams 
to very successful seasons. 

Altstatt brings with her many years of association 
with higher education and intercollegiate athletics. 
Her father is a professor at Middle Tennessee State 
University, from where she got her bachelors 
degree in English, her masters in English and her 
masters of Education in Health, Physical Education 
and Recreation. 

While at MTSU, she played number three singles 
and number one doubles for the Blue Raiders. And, 
she has a former SSU top player assisting her this 
season in Debbie Diedrick. 

Altstatt is married to Marvin, an aeronautical 
engineer, while aside from her coaching duties, 
Jeanne also teaches English at Wor-Wic Tech and 
UMES. 


Location ’ : . Salisbury, MD 21801 
Switchboard seis (301) 543-6000 
Athletic Department ... (301) 543-6340 
President ......... .... Dr. Thomas E. Bellavance 
Enrollment ........0.00 sasiantaeranssansstninesn vices OOO. 
Nickname ... : seers SOA Gulls 
Colors 
Arena ........... 
StadiuM: 0... eee SA Gull Stadium 
Affiliation NCAA Division III (ESAC, ECAC) 
Athletic Director ....... William Lide (543-6339) 
Associate . . Dean Burroughs (543-6345) 
Equipment Manager ............ Vic Keen (543-6349) 
Facilities Coordinator Tom Stitcher (543-6349) 
Head Trainer .................. Pat Lamboni (543-6355) 
Sports Info. Director ...... Barry Packer (543-6033) 


Date Opponent Time 
MARCH 
15 GOUCHER COLLEGE 3:30 
31 Catholic U. Tournament 
APRIL 

1 Catholic U. Tournament 

2 Catholic U. Tournament 

4 VIRGINIA WESLEYAN 3:00 

78 Mid-Atlantic Women's 

Collegiate Tournament TBA 

9 CHRISTOPHER NEWPORT 1:00 
10 Washington College 3:00 
16 CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY 1:00 


U.M.B.C. 


